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SUBJECT:  
Admitting, Dismissal
POLICY STATEMENT:
All patients admitted to Hendrick Medical Center must be admitted to the service of a member of the Active or Active Provisional Staffs.

RULES:


A.
The Attending Practitioner.  
1.
Each patient will be attended by a member of the Medical Staff with mutual agreement between the patient and practitioner except in cases of emergency and then only until arrangements may be made for the patient's private practitioner, if such previous relationship exists.

2.
Unless they are call partners, Medical Staff members may not admit to the service of another Medical Staff member without notifying and obtaining agreement from such member.

3.
Patients will be discharged only on the order of the attending staff member or authorized agent except in cases where patients sign out of the medical center against medical advice.

B.
Miscellaneous.  
1.
All patients admitted for scheduled surgery will enter the medical center at such a time as to allow completion of appropriate preoperative procedures prior to surgery.

2.
Except in the case of emergencies, no patient will be treated in the operating room until that patient, or legal representative, has signed the proper consent authorization for necessary surgery.  When conditions exist preventing obtaining valid consent forms, it will be the responsibility of the admitting physician to document the conditions.

3. All sections will be responsible for maintaining continuous coverage for emergency services in each of the specialties and subspecialties represented in the section.

4. Changes of staff status, including the voluntary resignation of Medical Staff membership, and changes of clinical privileges by Medical Staff members must be made in writing to the Medical Staff Office. Changes of staff status, including the voluntary resignation of Medical Staff membership, and changes of clinical privileges by Medical Staff members that affect a section's unreferred call schedule, as determined by Hospital, for the provision of emergency services will not be implemented for at least a minimum of thirty (30) days from the receipt of the written request by the Medical Staff Office.
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